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MARVADC and Foundation Officers pose with Philippine Ambassador Willy C. Gaa, after the Induction
Ceremonies, March 3

The University of the East Ramon
Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center �
Medical Alumni Association of America,
Inc. (UERMMMC-MAAA, Inc.),
MARVADC Chapter held its Induction
Ceremonies and Ball at the JW Marriott on
Pennsylvania Avenue on Saturday, March
3, 2007.  The Philippine Ambassador to the
USA, His Excellency Ambassador Willy C.
Gaa, officiated the oath taking for both the
UERM alumni MARVADC Chapter
officers and the UERM Alumni
Foundation, USA (AFUSA) officers.
Ambassador Gaa was the Keynote Speaker
for the evening.  The 2006-2008
MARVADC Chapter officers are: President:
Ana Maria Guanlao-Pasatiempo, MD,
MPH; Vice President: Myrna Ortega, MD;
Secretary: Nathalie Bernabe-Quion, MD,
MPH; Treasurer: Albert Coo, MD; PRO:
Antolin Trinidad, MD; Business Managers:
Bhagwan Moorjani, MD and Elwin Bustos,
MD. 

Present for the induction of officers of
UERM Alumni Foundation, USA (AFUSA)

were:   Drs. Isabelita Casibang, President;
Ruby Reyes, Secretary; Nannette
Pasatiempo, Assistant Secretary; Elmer
Gilo, Treasurer; Sam Dona, Board of
Director; and Bayani Elma, Past Chairman
of the Board.   Dr. Edgar C. Banez,
President of UERMMMC-MAAAI and Dr.
Susan Perez-Suntay, National Convention
Commissioner were also present.  

UERM Alumni from Maryland, Virginia
and the District of Columbia were from
different classes, ranging from UERM Med
Class 1962 to Class 2004.  Those present
enjoyed the dinner, music, and dancing, as
well as the camaraderie of friends,
colleagues, and family.  We were also
entertained late in the night by
performances by noted Filipino artist
Anthony Castelo, and UPAA-MdDCVa
President Dr. Jun A. Quion.

This year, the UERM MARVADC
chapter will be co-hosting, along with the
UERMMMC-MAAA, Inc., the 19th Annual
UERM Alumni Reunion and Convention
on August 2-5, 2005 in Washington DC.  It

will be held at the JW Marriott on
Pennsylvania Avenue, just steps from the
White House. A golf outing is on tap. The
CME topic this year is �Current Issues in
the Health of Baby Boomers� and features
a broad range of relevant lectures by
distinguished alumni and invited lecturers.
Dr. Joven Cuanang is the Dr Jose
Cuyegkeng keynote speaker. He will
answer the question- �Is the Philippines
Ready for Medical Tourism?� Jubilarian
Night theme this year will be The Roaring
Twenties. Hosting will be Class 72, and
also features  Classes �62, �67, �72, �77,
�82,�87, �92,�97 and �02.

Alumni and guests wishing to get more
information can access the chapter�s
website at www.uermmarvadc.org.  The
complete schedule of activities is on page
14.  Meeting payment/registration, hotel
registration, Souvenir Program Ads and
Exhibitor forms are also inside.

The new Dean of the Medical School is
Dra Alfaretta Tan-Reyes, replacing Dra.
Georgina T.Paredes. Dr.  Tan-Reyes was the
chairman for many years of the Department of
Pharmacology. More details to follow�

Dr. Fernando Sanchez, Chairman of the Committee on
Awards and Recognition of the UERMMMC Golden Jubilee,
announced the Alumni Achiever awards recently. Among the
recipients are our very own Drs Irene Ibanez-Manlapaz, Benjie
Rigor, Randy Puno and Rene Querubin (complete list and
details forthcoming). The ceremonies will be held in the ballroom
of the Grand Plaza Hotel at the Ortigas Center this coming June
15. They were chosen from over 20,000 graduates of the colleges
of Medicine, Nursing and Physical Therapy.

She keeps piling up the honors! Our President-
Elect, Dr. Irene Ibanez-Manlapaz has been elected
President of the Association of Philippine Physicians
in Louisiana and the Gulf Coast. Get in the Mardi
Gras Spirit with the Induction Dinner and Fundraiser
scheduled on Friday, June 22 at the JW Marriott,
Canal Street in New Orleans. Lunch/CME (your trip
may be tax deductible) and golfing on Saturday have
been scheduled- everyone is invited. Her term
extends till 2009.
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It�s not exactly the Elysian Fields. It snows six
months of the year. The closest freeway is thirty
miles away- locals claim it �keeps the riffraff out�.

The �Mall� has twenty shops, Walmart is considered
upscale. There�s a slew of steakhouses, versus only a
couple of Chinese restaurants-so no mami or siopao
para mi aqui. Marshfield, in the heart of rural

Wisconsin, is my home.

Work is a twelve minute stroll- three segments of NPR�s
Morning Edition. The hospital/clinic renders tertiary care, the patients
vary and continue to pique my interest (Boss says I have ADHD- I
say it�s just a short attention span). Yesterday, for example, I infused
remifentanyl IV into a G2P1 leukemic in labor- her clotting factors
were through the roof, ruling out your basic epidural. Then, guided by
a nerve stimulator, I popped bupivacaine into the kilekile of a
mechanic with a sliver of metal in his palm. Call is reasonable-one
weekend per month, every twelfth weekday, post-call day off. Can�t
complain about the $$$$ either.

My bio is not atypical (pardon my pathologese)-I�m sure you
guys out there are living a comparable life. In 2005, out of 794,893
registered physicians in this country, 185,234 were International
Medical Graduates (AMA Membership Fact Book) � a whopping
23% of the Doctor population. Indians (not the Native American type,
but the true Bombay) comprise the largest number of migrant docs,
outnumbering Filipinos 2:1. There are almost 20,000 of us -
concentrated in the larger states: California, NY/NJ, Florida, Texas
and Illinois. We are mostly internists, anesthesiologists, psychiatrists
and pediatricians (in that order).

These stats were culled from Dr. Graham T. McMahon�s
article on IMGs published in the NEJM, and which I share with you
on page 12 of this issue. He objectively summarizes the sentiments of
one who�s been in the trenches, explains why we all flock here, the
obstacles we encounter, how we overcome/cope with them. As a
counterpoint, Dr. Barbara L. Schuster�s article on page 13
approaches IMGs from the supervisory/overseer, albeit, altruistic
point of view.

On page 4, a story appeared in the Philippine Star newspaper
detailing the perils of the �First Gentleman�. Most of the names in the
final paragraph are familiar to you, and ought to make you proud of
the Ol� Alma Mater.

Chuckle at Benching Tan�s story on page 8. He posted this on
the Class 72 website and elicited some very entertaining replies- once
again proving that UERM grads are not only matatalino, they�re
nakakatawa too...

Dra Vickie Casibang�s account of her Sta Mesa Adventures
(page 6) illustrates just how hard your Foundation Officers are
working for you.

All work and no play make Juan a dull boy so book your
summer vacation now at Sitio Remedios in Ilocoslovakia, page 18.

Lastly, Class 81 and 82 share the spotlight in this edition of your
newsletter. You, too, will have your turn, but you must show up at the
Reunion to partake of the pleasures of communing with old friends,
and crafting fresh memories. Magkitakita tayo sa DC!

Second Opinion
By Senen V. Siasoco, M.D.

have the option of driving to Vigan (it takes about an hour) to
have a turn-of-the-century dinner, an impressive production
mounted by Perez in the ancestral Arce home which he is leasing.

On our last night at the Sitio, driving back from dinner in
Vigan, we were greeted by the sight of the entire sitio carpeted
with lit candles, hundreds and hundreds of them. Against a
moonlit sky, the vista was magical.The Sitio has taken on yet
another character. Irene Marcos Araneta, a recent guest, called it
the �night of 400 candles,� which, she told Dr. Cuanang, was the
talk among her friends.

To Dr. Cuanang, the sprawl represents a return to his roots
and his way of giving back. He pointed at the watch tower that
was almost completed in one side of the beachfront�it will be a
venue for Ilocos arts and crafts. You wonder what drives
someone to recreate the past.�Pride of place,� he said. �It�s for
the future (generation).� That�s a rare investment these days.

Sitio Remedios is fully booked for the Holy Week. For
reservations, log on to  www.sitioremedios.com. A tempting three
minute video may
be viewed at:
http://www.clipcast.ph/?playtyp=s&shcatid=1&mnshid=&SHWID=161

Editor�s Note: This story appeared in the Lifestyle section of the
Philippine Inquirer, March 29, 2007. 

A typical room in the resort

Capilla, The Chapel

Letters
Thursday, February 8 2007 

Dr Rico-Todd, 
The Southern Nevada Immunization Coalition deeply

appreciates the generous contribution from the UERMMMC
Medical Alumni Association. We value our partners and are
dedicated to collaborate to make a difference in the lives of
Southern Nevadans every day. Since we started the PINK
program in southern Nevada in July 2006, we have distributed
over 10,000 education packets to new parents.

The PINK program has been so well received and it is only
possible with the support of partners such as your Alumni group.
Please share out sincere appreciation with your group. We
welcome any of your members to attend a SNIC meeting
whenever possible. We meet the first Thursday of each month at
8 am in the Clemens Room at the Shadow Lane office of the
Southern Nevada Health District. Thank you once again!

Angela Berg RN, BSN 
RN Manager, SMA Pediatrics 
Chair, Southern Nevada Immunization Coalition
Sunday, February 18 2007

Irene:

Thank you for the copy of the Alumni Newsletter.  I just
noticed they wrote that I am from the 1978 graduating class.  I
am actually in the same class as 
Susan Perez-Suntay, Class 77.  

Randy Puno

slept most of that day. At Fabella, we usually put the baby on top
of the abdomen of the Mom, since most of the time, the patient on
the next table was about to deliver too. The nursing student would
cut the cord while I delivered the baby on the next table. So...when
I got back to UERM, we had to follow the "right" procedure, with
the left hand holding the legs of the baby, the Intern then would
slap the bottom of the baby gently so the Mom would hear the first
cry. The baby was bigger than the babies I delivered at Fabella and
was very slippery due to excessive amniotic waste and fell from
my grasp! It was a good thing my legs were quick and caught the
baby before he fell in the pail. It was late in the evening and there
was no consultant, just my Senior Intern. Ooops...I almost got an
extension for that... 

My entire rotation in OB, whenever I was on-call, I never had
a good continuous 
hour of sleep. even my rotation at Community Medicine in Limay,
Bataan had a 
wonderful OB story (Ed. Note: When do we hear/read about
that?). Sooo...when it was time to select the specialty I wanted to
pursue, OB-Gyn was at the bottom of the list.  

Why did I go to Pathology? That is another long story...

Armand Wiltz (an Ob-Gyn) wrote:
Hey Bench, your objective and scholarly critical analysis of

an Ob-Gyn’s life with humor is great! A woman divorced a
psychiatrist because all he did was talk about it. She then divorced
a gynecologist because all he did was look at it. She is now getting
married to a stamp collector. That is the end of the story and joke
of the day. 

Benching concludes:
to all UERM Alumni...
and the magic continues...

from Houston to Las Vegas and now to Washington, DC...and
what a great honor for our class ’72 to be co-sponsoring and
hosting the Jubilarian nights with our Alumni Association and 
the MarVADC Chapter and especially class ’82. 3 months and
counting...so many things to do...so little time...the theme will be
roaring 20s...and gee, do we have to wear like Al Capone and
Bugsy Malone? It will be a joy to see our beautiful alumni girls
becoming flappers and everyone doing the Charleston.

Let us start with "Let’s Misbehave"...hmmmm sounds
naughty...then, there’s "When They Begin the Beguine,.� Happy
Feet, Happy Feet", those dancing Happy Feet...what about "What
Is This Thing Called Love"...and "Ev’ry time we say goodbye", I
die a little... ( I really do).."’cause my heart belongs to" UERM...da
da da da da da da! And it simply couldn’t be bad...and you will
certainly hum this...

"Do you love me...as I love you...
Are you my life to be? My dreams come true...
Or will this dream of mine...fade out of sight"...

...timeless, memorable...beautiful songs of Cole Porter, Gershwin, 
Irving Berlin...and the great bands of Benny Goodman, Artie
Shaw, Irving Aaronson... and yes, we have a great feeling that
your "dream"...will not "fade out of sight"...and as Cole Porter will
sing..."Anything Goes"...come join us to celebrate a once in a
lifetime dinner/dance on August 3, 2007 where there will be a
contest for best male/best female dancer of roaring 20s and best
pair costumes of that era. and a very great known lively Filipino
combo ~ the JM Factor Band.

Continued from page 17


















